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October 2, 2020 

Hello parents/guardians, 

 I’d like to begin this weekly update with a sincere and heartfelt thank you! This has been our most 
challenging week during the COVID-19 Pandemic.  The virus has sent our varsity volleyball team and ten other high 
school students into quarantine during our homecoming week.  In our elementary, we’ve had an entire class of 
first graders quarantined, and we’ve had many staff members impacted as well. Despite all the phone calls from 
the health department and school, we’ve felt very supported by our parents impacted by these quarantines.  This 
is difficult for everyone and to have the support of our parents means a great deal. 

 To date, Bark River-Harris has one student and two employees that have tested positive.  We continue to 
work very closely with our health department in determining potential close contacts and we hope our 
communication plan is meeting everyone’s needs.  Though we only have three known cases of COVID-19, the 
impact of close contact has resulted in many quarantines. To be completely honest, there were times in which we 
weren’t sure if we’d have the manpower to staff the school.  However, thanks to the hard work of many involved 
and the generosity of various community members who took time off from their work to help substitute teach, we 
made it through another week. 

 I’ve been asked what will it take to go to remote learning for Bark River-Harris. This is a great question, 
especially since our neighboring schools and schools throughout the U.P. have ended face to face instruction for 
various lengths of time.  This decision has so many ramifications and making such a decision will not be easy.  Bark 
River-Harris will use the following criteria in determining when to move into remote learning: 

• Evaluate our counties risk level.  
• Determine the severity of transmission in the school with guidance from the health department.  
• Evaluate our ability to effectively educate students face to face.  This may sound odd, but depending on the 

numbers of students and staff quarantined, we may not be able to effectively educate students. 
• Review decision with the health department. 
• Review decision with the board of education. 

  

 In closing, despite the challenging week we had, one thing has remained unchanged.  We feel the week we 
had with our students was another gift and the opportunity to educate children is what drives us!  Whether those 
students are online or in a seat, they are BRONCOS and we will continue to provide the highest level of education 
possible.   If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact your teachers, principal, or myself.   

Cordially, 

Jason Lockwood, Ed.S 
Bark River-Harris Superintendent 


